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THAT plumber who, on Monday, went looking for a 
leak of gas with a lighted match, found it without difficulty. 
There was a sudden puff of flame, a slight explosion, a 
big blaze and a lot of men and women rushing for the outer 
air, all occurring simultaneously. This happened on the 
premises of a lace importer up-town, who carried $450,000 
insurance on his stock. Fortunately, most of his goods 
had been removed to other premises, but other occupants 
of the building suffered heavily, the total loss amounting 
to about $50,000. Much fun has been made of the ex- 
orbitant charges of plumbers, but nothing too severe has 
been. said; much might also be written regarding their 
stupidity and criminal negligence. 





THE natural gas so extensively used in Pittsburgh is 
giving a vast amount of trouble and causing many fires. 
It is under such heavy pressure that many leaks are 
developed in the mains and pipes, which are difficult to 
find because the gas is odorless. There have been numer- 
ous explosions and fires in consequence, and the danger 
from this cause is exciting serious apprehension. The 
companies supplying the gas are at a loss what to do in 
the matter, but are making experiments with a view to 
bringing the gas under better control. Among other 
things, it is suggested to “ medicate” it in some way so 
that its presence shall be made manifest to olfactory 
organs. Not a pleasant remedy certainly, but preferable 
to the extreme hazards that now exist. 





THERE has been some apprehension felt among insur- 
ance men lest Superintendent McCall should be called 
upon to step up higher by President-elect Cleveland. Mr. 
McCall was a warm supporter of Mr. Cleveland, and his 
ability as an executive officer has been so well demon- 
strated that it would be but natural for the new President 
to desire his services in some important department of 
the national government. Mr. McCall, however, has writ- 
ten to a friend, in response to an inquiry on this subject, 
that he has no ambition except to be left in his present 





position, with the duties of which he is familiar. He is 
not a politician,and is far from being an office seeker; 
while eminently qualified for a more extended field of 
usefulness, his promotion to any government department 
would be a serious loss to the people of this State. 





When THE SpEcTATOR says that the manager of a company sees his 
business falling off ina “ prominent Western city,” because competing 
companies were paying twenty-five per cent commissions, it ought to have 
said Cincinnati out plain. We have been telling for months that that con- 
dition of things existed here, and that companies pledged elsewhere to 
pay only fifteen per cent are paying as high as twenty-five to thirty per 
cent commissions in this city. Some brokers claim to get twenty-five per 
cent. How much additional is paid to the agents we do not know.—Cin- 
cinnati Price Current. 


THE SPECTATOR did not locate its little incident in Cin- 
cinnati for the simple reason that it belonged to Chicago. 
It might, however, have been located with equal truthful- 
ness in any city in the country where insatiable brokers 
are tolerated. They are the ones who are consuming the 
milk of the fire insurance cocoanut, for which they render 
no satisfactory equivalent. Brokers now receive anywhere 
from fifteen to thirty-five per cent of the premium, and 
this source of expense might be lopped off root and branch 
by the companies without their losing five per cent on the 
aggregate volume of business. Fire insurance is a neces- 
sary article to the commercial and propertyowning classes, 
and there is no more necessity for employing brokers to 
sell it than there is to employ peddlers to hawk flour and 
potatoes through the highways and byways. The insurance 
public is beginning to appreciate this fact, and the com- 
plaints against the companies for advancing rates in order 
to meet this unnecessary expense are both frequent and 
emphatic. But so long as certain companies are willing to 
pay any price for premiums, there is little hope of abating 
the broker nuisance. 





FROM the record of fires kept by The Commercial Bul- 
letin, the editor of that journal figures the losses for De- 
cember at $11,000,000, and the total losses for the year 
1884 at $112,000,000. This was the most disastrous year 
in the matter of fire waste since the great Chicago and 
Boston fires of 1871-72. The worst of it is, there does not 
seem to be any reasonable ground for expecting that the 
number of fires or their destructiveness will be reduced in 
the future, for the people and our legislators either do not 
comprehend the enormous importance of this annual 
waste of ‘wealth or are blindly indifferent to it. A great 
majority of fires are the result of carelessness, and this is 
what must be overcome by educating the masses as to the 
necessary measures of precaution to be observed to over- 
come the constantly increasing fire hazards. The subject 
is one that may well occupy the attention of State legis- 
lators, and they should not let it rest until some law is en- 
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acted calculated to fix upon individuals the responsibility 
for the results of individual carelessness. The insurance 
companies have got to do something speedily to protect 
themselves; they are doing business now at a loss, and it 
is absurd to suppose they will long continue doing so. 
Rates will be advanced from time to time, until they result 
in giving the companies a sufficient income to enable them 
to pay losses and expenses from current business, some- 
thing they have not done in the aggregate for several 
years. The companies are now preparing their annual 
statements, and the general prediction is that they will 
show that the transactions of 1884 were not self-sustaining, 
but that the surplus funds, accumulated for emergencies, 
will have to contribute to make up the deficit. This is not 
a healthy condition of things for either the insuring pub- 
lic or the companies. 





DURING the past year, the companies were called on 
to a greater extent than formerly to pay total losses 
for risks but partly burned, there being not sufficient in- 
surance on the risk. Speaking on this subject, a prominent 
underwriter recently said: “Ido not consider that a re- 
duction in lines has occurred because of the general in- 
crease in rates,“except in particular localities. I think that 
there has been a reduction in insurance in certain classes 
of business, especially on large mercantile and manufactur- 
ing establishments, because of the improvements made in 
response to the requirements of the insurance companies. 
As a result of such improvements, the owners feel that 
they can reduce their lines very materially, and when 
losses have occurred, the insurance companies have found 
themselves in a position where they were obliged to pay 
a total loss for the burning of only a small proportion of 
the property. The reduction in lines, I think, has grown 
out of the improvements made in risks fully as much as 
by the effect of the advancement of the rate.” 





SEVERE fire losses and the tendency in the general ad- 
vancement of rates to lessen the amount of insurance, 
giving less contributory insurance in case of loss, are but 
a portion of the ills that depress the business at this time. 
High and unequal commissions are paid to agents by 
different companies, and uniformity in practice and unison 
in action are at a serious discount. Large commissions are 
paid to brokers in cities, the business being bled by an 
army of these parasites, who are practically the agents of 
the insured and not of the insurer. The insurance business 
is different from any other, in that the agents of its cus- 
tomers are paid by the companies and not by the insured, 
whose convenience they serve. Worse than this, the insured, 
the customers of the insurer, not content with being re- 
lieved of the burden of remunerating the brokers, have 
accustomed themselves to demanding compensation from 





them for giving them their business, and the unwhole- 
some practice of paying rebates to the insured has 
grown with the brokerage system, which is obnoxious 
enough in itself. It is thus that fire insurance losses have 
increased and expenses have grown, and there has been no 
commensurate advancement in income as an offset. The 
margin of profit in fire underwriting is small indeed, and 
the difficulties are enhanced by the great reduction in the 
value of securities that has resulted in late years. Millions 
of money are seeking investment, the rates of interest on 
vested insurance capital have been appreciably reduced, 
and the profits from the banking feature of the business, 
on which most of the companies have for years relied, must 
be palpably diminished as the interest on money loans and 
other modes of investment decreases. In 1883 the com- 
panies, considered together, made no money in the under- 
writing field, and the yearly margin of profit shown by 
many of them was attributable to their banking busi- 
ness. Now the depreciation in all classes of securities 
is seriously affecting this branch of the business, and 
the statements for 1884, now preparing, will show a 
considerable decrease in interest on investments, and 
this condition of things will tend to drive insurance 
capital to a less hazardous field. It is generally con- 
ceded by underwriters that the present situation de- 
mands some radical change in insurance practices. There 
appears to be strong grounds for the introduction at this 
time of some decided measures whereby the insured will 
share with the insurer in the ups and downs of fire under- 
writing. The insured are more or less responsible for 
certain defects in the business, and they should be made to 
feel this responsibility, especially with regard to the heavy 
and increasing fire losses, which are justly attributed 
largely to incendiarism direct, or to criminal negligence in 
the care of property, which is prope:ly characterized as in- 
direct incendiarism. 





As a remedy for the ills in fire underwriting, there is 
a more or less growing sentiment among underwriters en- 
couraging the idea of making the insured and the agents 
of companies coresponsible in a financial way, with the 
companies, for the burning of property. The principle of 
interesting the insured to protect their property, and of 
educating agents to discriminate between acceptable and 
undesirable risks, has a general application, and certain 
underwriters advocate the adoption of the three-quarter 
loss clause, or of a combined four-fifths loss and coinsur- 
ance clause, in all policies, as well as the idea of giving 
contingent commissions to agents. It is reasonably 


claimed that the companies should not assume all liability 
for fire losses, when, according to the nature of the policy 
contract, agents and propertyowners are more or less re- 
sponsible for such losses. These, in the opinions of many 
insurance men, appear to be the two paramount questions 
in the business that require careful consideration and de- 
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cisive action. - If proper measures could be taken, demand- 
ing, in a practical way, greater care from the insured in 
protecting their property from fire, and if the idea of con- 
tingent commissions could be taken up and acted upon 
by the companies in thorough unison, it is predicted that 
there would soon follow a movement to do away with less 
important evils. Improvement in risks generally would 
necessarily follow; the public would then naturally mani- 
fest greater interest in the encouragement of the use of 
fire appliances, and the business of underwriting would be 
placed on a firmer and safer basis. It is, nevertheless, 
generally admitted that the embodiment of the three- 
quarter loss clause, or a clause equivalent in pur- 
pose, in all policies, can only be universally enforced 
by legislative intervention, because sufficient una- 
nimity cannot be secured among the companies. 
There can be no better time than the present, when 
many State legislatures are in session, to agitate the 
question of legislative action to check the fire waste. 
It is suggested that each State should act in the matter 
and forbid the recovery, by any person, of more than a 
certain proportion of his loss by a fire originating with the 
insured property. Many underwriters are persuaded that 
before the insurance business can be made permanently 
profitable, the idea should be put in practical shape of 
compelling propertyowners to be coinsurers for an ex- 
pedient proportion of any resulting loss; and until this 
principle can be successfully enforced, the fire waste must 
necessarily increase, the ratio of loss to premiums must 
grow larger from year to year and the companies will con- 
tinue to suffer. In some European countries, the general 
application of this idea of making the insured share the 
loss has resulted very favorably, the number of fires is 
kept at a minimum, and the loss ratio is correspondingly 
low. Induced by this condition of things, a foreign com- 
pany, that had for many years conducted an agency busi- 
ness in the United States, recently determined, by action 
of the home management, to cease business here in order 
to avail itself of the funds of the American branch, to ex- 
tend its operations in continental Europe. To overcome 
defects in the present system of underwriting, the interests 
of the companies, the agents and the public should be 
harmonized and not be virtually in antagonism, as at pre- 
sent. Propertyowners should be directly interested in the 
burning of insured property by carrying a part of the risk, 
and agents should be encouraged by contingent commis- 
sions to avoid taking bad risks; such commissions, of 
course, being sufficient to secure the interest and fidelity 
of the agents. There are some who positively assert, with 
apparent good reason, that the present underwriting sys- 
tem is vicious, and militates directly against the good of 
the insured as well as the companies, for it is to the advan- 
tage of everybody that all speculative tendencies should 
be eliminated from the practice of fire underwriting. A 
prominent underwriter recently asserted that what is ordi- 
narily termed full insurance is in nine cases out of ten 
Over-insurance, and over-insurance is known to be the 
great incentive to incendiarism. 





UNFOUNDED ATTACKS ON THE CONNECTICUT 
MUTUAL LIFE. 


IBERAL dividend payments to its policyholders 
L and its loss-paying record for a long series of years. 
have given the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company 
a world-wide reputation. The conservative plans adopted 
and carefully pursued by this great company are as fa- 
miliar to English as to American life underwriters, and it is 
especially interesting to read the unbiased opinions of 
some of our British cousins on the course of the manage- 
ment of the Connecticut Mutual. In reference to recent 
strictures on the conservative operations of the company in 
question, The Insurance Post of London, an acknowledged 
authority on life insurance, prints these critical comments: 


We are surprised to see in The [nsurance Times of New York a lengthy 
article under the head “ The injurious effects of contraction in life assur- 
ance illustrated by the record of the Connecticut Mutual Life.” It is not 
so much the subject of the article which astonishes us as the way in 
which it is treated. Some years ago the office named, which had been 
doing the largest business of any of the great American companies, 
deliberately resolved to abate its energy in seeking new business, with a 
view of contracting its expenditure, and so increase the profits of those 
already insured. The Connecticut Mutual makes the strongest reserves 
of any American office ; and, as we remarked ina recent issue, its bonuses 
compare favorably with those of its rivals. The chief argument of the 
editor of The Insurance Times is based upon the fact that, on account of 
the smaller new business coming in, the ratio of claims and expenses 
combined, to the premium income, has very greatly increased ; and there- 
fore, it is asserted, the company is in a worse position than formerly. A 
complete fallacy underlies this statement, and it is astonishing that the 
editor, Stephen English, should have fallen into it. The only reason for 
the increase in the ratio is that, on account of the reduced new business, 
the average age of the lives assured is much greater now than it was, and 
as a natural consequence the death rate has increased. But all this is 
taken account of in calculating the premiums, and in making the reserves ; 
and no one who understands the principles of life insurance can fall into 
the error. Mr. English himself sees clearly enough the truth when he is 
dealing with assessment companies. He is one of their greatest enemies ; 
and he points out, with irresistible force, that they cannot possibly succeed, 
because with the lapse of time the weight of assessments must ruinously 
increase, and as it is one of the principles of these concerns not to make 
any reserves, with them there is no compensation. How is it that he 
cannot apply the same reasoning to ordinary companies? If with assess- 
ment companies the rate of mortality increases, it must do so with ordinary 
companies ; and the Connecticut Mutual is therefore not injured by the 
action of this law of nature. 


The Insurance Post would be less surprised at the article 
in The Insurance Times did it know who was the real 
author of it and what were his relations with certain com- 
panies that have been, for years, constant traducers of the 
Connecticut Mutual through the use of The Times and 
other papers which have not stopped to consider the 
quality of their utterances, so they were hostile to the 
company and something they could sell to its rivals, which 
have bought such matter, as one of its producers states, 
by the ton. They have exhausted ingenuity, and have 
ignored truth and decency, in concocting articles that 
could be used for the moment to attack that company. 
Were these attacks for the last six or seven years placed 
side by side with the actual facts of the standing and real 
progress of the Connecticut Mutual during that time, it 
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would present the most astounding picture of competition 
by defamation, by falsehood and suppression ever exhib- 
ited in any business. 

The Insurance Post is in error in one respect: the Con- 
necticut Mutual, as we have understood its views, did not 
‘ deliberately abate its energy in seeking new business for 
the purpose of. contracting expenditures and increasing 
profits; but it has recognized the fact that most of the new 
business written in recent years has been gained at an 
enormous cost, on a basis of cost having no relation to its 
value or its necessity to the companies gaining it, and by 
methods and upon plans or schemes which it considers 
essentially wrong and dangerous to the future reputation 
and usefulness of the companies and of the business, but 
which have been made temporarily attractive to those of 
a speculative turn or ignorant of that which is of perma. 
nent value in life insurance; and rather than enlarge its 
expenditures and decrease its profits, or seek business by 
methods which it cannot approve as sound and just, how- 
ever popular for the moment, it has simply kept out of 
the scramble ; and, having already a business amply suffi- 
cient to secure it a steady and satisfactory experience for 
many years to come, it has given itself to conservative 
good works in its own way, recasting and materially 
strengthening the assumption on which its future strength 
depends, and introducing still greater simplicity, equity 
and clearness in its plans and policies, believing that there 
will yet be a time when all these qualities in life insurance 
will be found to have an appreciable value. It has simply 
been preparing for a safer, better grounded, more prudent 
business, whether the demand for that kind be large or 
small. We believe, as that company does, that it will yet 
be large; and the Connecticut Mutual will be prepared to 
meet it; and that is precisely why its rivals so constantly 
and vehemently attack it, and have made it exceedingly 
profitable for certain papers to publish certain articles, 
which their agents have circulated till the country is liter- 
ally flooded with them. 








SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 





THE New Hampshire Insurance Company has changed its New 
York agency from John M. Whiton to T. J. Temple. This is a some- 
what surprising change, as Mr. Whiton has long and ably represented 
the company ; but the story goes that, since the New Hampshire’s 
assets touched $1,000,coo, the company has looked with longing 
eyes upon the shekels in this city, and wondered why its treasury did 
not receive more of them. 


* * * * 


THERE are doubtless many waiting souls in different parts of the 
country in expectation of learning that several of our local companies 
have ceased doing business, and retired or reinsured. So far they have 
waited in vain. There are no more reinsurances of companies to 
record this week, howbeit there may be some next week. The com- 
panies whose necessities compel this step are generally in no hurry to 
confess judgment, and it is only when the annual statements are finally 
completed and the real condition of a company becomes known to its 





officers and directors that the motion to reinsure is made. In the 
meantime, there are abundant rumors, and we are informed they are 
more numerous in Western cities than in New York. 


* * * * 


IT is reported that the South British and National of New Zealand 
will shortly apply for admission into New Jersey and begin a full- 
fledged underground business in New York risks through Jersey City 
parties. As this is the same company of which it was reported some 
time ago that it intended a full compliance with the laws of New York 
and would appoint David L. Kirby its New York agent, we are con- 
strained to say, in view of the New Jersey movement, “ What a fall 
was there, my countrymen.” 

* * * x 


THE steamer Jane Mosely, plying between Cape Charles and Nor- 
folk, Va., is insured in this city, but seems to be having hard luck. 
First, she ran aground, but got off without injury. Second, she struck 
an unseen obstruction and sank, but was pumped out and quickly re- 
paired. Third, she was run into by another vessel and her bulwarks 
damaged. Notwithstanding these disasters, the steamer is reported to 
the marine underwriters as an entirely seaworthy and desirable risk. 


* * * * 


IT is suggested that the only advantage that the non-tariff companies 
now have over the tarift companies is in the storage business. They charge 
the tariff rates, it is true, on storage stores, but they pay twice the commis- 
sion allowed by tariff companies, and thus attract the brokers and sub- 
agents. Now, if this class of risks were withdrawn from the tariff, the 
outsiders would have no chance to appropriate this creamy business at 
the expense of the regulars. All the trouble in the city business to-day 
is confined to the storage risks. Although this sentiment is voiced by 
many of the leading native and foreign companies, we are aware that 
there are others who regard the present rates on storage as the chief 
end of the Tariff Association and scout the idea of any change in it. 


* * * * 


THE secretary of a city company informs us that he has been offered 
a line on “ale in casks” belonging to the celebrated English brewers, 
Bass & Co., in warehouses in London, but he said the rate was not 


sufficiently tempting. 
* * * * 


ADDITIONAL rates on woodworkers have been promulgated, and it is 
stated that there are more to follow. The companies hardly appreciate 
the importance of the work done by the convention in rating cabinet 
and similar factories, although they are glad enough to take the ad- 
vanced rates. As soon as the owners of the risks understand that they 
can save something in their insurance by improvements, they begin the 
work. In this manner scores of manufacturing risks are being improved 
in a manner before unknown. 


* * * * 


THE fire in 86 Franklin street, on Monday morning, began between 
the roof and the ceiling of the top floor, and the space being filled with 
gas the fire spread very rapidly. The building was equipped with the 
automatic alarm, but the fire was too quick for the alarm, It had 
obtained considerable headway when the alarm was turned in. 


* * % * 


AGENTS out of the city are still troubling their souls about their 
local risks being placed in New York, to the prejudice of local agents’ 
rights. We have before explained, and again reiterate, that this is a 
great mistake. Considerably more insurance can be placed in a good 
mercantile risk in any respectably sized city in the companies of Cin- 
cinnati, Pittsburgh, Memphis, Wheeling or New Orleans than in the 
companies of New York, which are not represented by agents on 
the spot. The best mercantile risk out of this city can hardly be 
insured here for $20,090, and offers of risks from other places sent here 
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are almost invariably sent back unfilled. We saw a letter the other 
day from an agent, explaining that one reason why business was so 
dull in his town in central New York was that “ New York brokers 
were carrying off their risks,” which was abcut as gauzy as anything 
we have lately observed. 


* * * * 


Now comes a broker who deals largely in woodworking risks, and 
complains that while those risks are being singled out for high rates, 
sugar refineries, upon which a large amount of labor has been bestowed 
by committees of the Tariff Association, have never yet been schedule 
rated in the manner of woodworkers. 


* * * * 


THERE was quite a scene in the Tariff Association the other day 
when the question of the regularity of allowing the same agent to 
represent tariff and non-tariff companies in the Produce Exchange came 
up. It appears that certain agents have been representing both 
kinds, and while their dealings on behalf of the tariff companies have 
been strictly in accord with tariff rules, they have cut up all sorts of 
capers to get business with their non-tariff companies. Among the 
tariff offices which holds on to its agents is the Howard of this city, 
and the president of that company rather hotly denied the right of the 


Tariff Association to ask him to dismiss his Produce Exchange agent. ° 


Another member remarked that the agents in question were evidently 
more important to the Howard than the Tariff Association. Others 
interposed, and harmony was restored, but the Howard retains its 
agents, ‘ ‘ 

WE are informed that a Canadian company, having read the new 
law prohibiting brokers and others from placing insurance in any com- 
pany which had failed to empower the Superintendent of Insurance to 
accept service of process on its behalf in this State, coolly proposed to 
Superintendent McCall that it would comply with that requirement if 
it was permitted to do so. The Superintendent called attention to 
other laws requiring a deposit, etc., and since then the Canadian under- 
grounder has not been heard from. 


* * * * 


Hints of forthcoming statements are not numerous, which is 
accepted as a sign that the figures are not particularly gratifying. The 
slight rally in the stock market lately is in the companies’ favor, 





INSURANCE MATTERS ABROAD. 





THE number of deaths from acute mania have increased in Austria. 


Some French capitalists are to found a new fire insurance company in 
Vienna, 

Tue Ulykkesforsikringsselskabet Sigyn is the title of a new accidental 
insurance company in Christiana, Norway. 


A New life insurance company, under the name and style of Probitas, 
with a capital of 1,000,000 francs, is about to be organized at Charleroi, 
Belgium, 

Tue German Reichstag will soon have to discuss the law for extending 
accidental insurance to the transport, railway, telegraph and other 
services, 

Tue Vienna insurance papers are advising the Austrian companies to 
conform their system to that of the American companies now operating in 
that country, 

PROFEssoR VIVANTE of the University of Padua is about to publish a 
complete treatise on insurance, in three volumes of about 500 or 600 
pages each. 


THE municipal authorities at Oschatz have issued an ordinance that no 


years of age, and that matches in houses must be carefully kept where 
they cannot be reached by children, or a fine of 100 marks will be im- 
posed. 


Tue shareholders of L’Eternelle (life), France, have been invited to 
attend a special meeting, and vote on the increase of the capital to 
2,500,000 francs. 


AFTER all, there is some use in these telegraph lines over the house 
tops. Berlin has enjoyed comparative immunity since the telegraph wires 
have been put up. 


L’AsSURANCE says that another new mutual fire insurance company, 
La Mutuelle de France of Paris, has lately organized and is ready to 
fight the battles of life. 


A NEW new fire insurance company is to be organized in Kénigsberg ; 
the offices have been rented and signs painted, but the company appears 
to be at a loss where to get its capital from, 


A VIOLENT explosion lately took place in a flour mill in Bambery. A 
mill hand in lifting a sack filled with flour slipped. The flour rose in 
fine clouds, and these, reaching a gas jet, took fire. 


Tue Paris Evenement says, afrofos of the nomination of Mr. Homans 
to be Chevalier of the Legion of Honor, that he is a gentleman who is 
most genial in manners and universally esteemed, and sincerely congratu- 
lates him on his honor. 


A NEw insurance journal, devoted to mutual societies, has been issued 
in Toulouse, France, under the name of Demain (To-morrow). We hope 
its name will not be indicative of the future success of the paper, because, 
‘‘alas, to-morrow never comes.” . 


Tue German life insurance companies are calling attention to the fifty- 
two medical questions of the New York Equitable, and the seventeen 
questions for the friends of the deceased. The very worst motives are, as 
usual, attributed to the company. 


Tue First Hungarian is to confine itself to its native country. It has 
left France and Belgium and will now leave England. At the same time, 
La Patria Belgica of Brussels, the Nationale of Toulouse and the Gironde 
of Bordeaux have appointed agents in London. 


RECENT experiments by Dr. Grassi and others put the flies ina very 
bad light as progenitors of all kinds of diseases. They may give cholera 
tuberculosis and almost every blood and contagious disease. There is 
every probability that the fly will, in time, come to be considered not only 
troublesome, but dangerous. 


ComPLAINT is made that the appreciation of the late director of the 
Magdeburg Fire Insurance Company as to fire risks are very erroneous, 
So far as results of fire insurance in general are concerned, The Deutsche 
Vers. Zeit. thinks that the company will only lose ground by the publica- 
tion of such articles, that cannot even affect the value of shares. 


A FIRE broke out some time ago at Ophin, Germany, in a shed contain- 
ing 1000 centners of a mixture of phosphate of bone-black and Chilian 
nitre, It was found that a mixture of mineral phosphate or a superphos- 
phate of raw guano with Chilian nitre would not heat so as to burn, but 
spontaneous combustion is possible with a phosphate of bone-black. 
Two persons who assisted in putting out the fire died from the gases 
evolved by the combustion of the saltpetre. 


THE Deutsche Versicherungs Zeitung congratulates the several life 
insurance companies on the fact that emperors and the lesser fry of 
crowned heads make passably good risks; the longevity of the German 
emperor affirms it. The paper sums up the lives of the English kings, 
from William, the Conqueror, to George IV., and although nine of the 
thirty-five died an unnatural death, the average length of life of these 
kings and queens is fifty-two years. That of the Prussian rulers is higher 
still—sixty-three years, The Russian monarchs, from Ivan (1462), are 
rather ticklish risks,as they breathed the air of this world only twenty-two 
years, The good die young. 


Tue Copenhagen Fire Department continues to be the subject of sharp 
criticism with regard to its management during the burning of the royal 
castle. Although the alarm was sent out at 4.30 P. M., it was 7.30 P. M. 





matches must be sold under any conditions to children under twelve 


before all the engines were on the spot, One engine had to be taken 
away as utterly unserviceable, There was an utter absence of ladders 
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and saving apparatus. Only 170,000 kronen are voted annually ; but The 
Morgenbladet believes the home and foreign insurance companies should 
do something—that is, contribute. In the meantime, the Copenhageners 
are expecting a big fire, which, it is unnecessary to say, their fire depart- 
ment is totally unable to cope with, 


THE editor of the Norddeutsche Feuerwehrmann writes to us as fol- 
lows: ‘‘ Dear Colleague: The famous article on the Leipzig Fire Depart- 
ment is full of misstatements from beginning toend. Why does not one 
of your real firemen come over here? He would not see such practice, 
such engines and engine-houses as you have, because our boards do not 
give so much money, but he would also find that our firemen are not the 
caricatures that you newspaper writers make them. Yours turly, F, Lenz.” 


ARNOLD VON BIPPEN, who, in 1871, founded the German branch 
of the Bureau Veritas in Hamburg, intends to resign at the end of the 
year. Also, the well-known general inspector of this company, C. 
F. Steinhaus, who has for many years been in the harness, will withdraw 
at the same time. Otto Schlick, until now the chief of a division, 
has been appointed as head of this branch of the company. The former 
two gentlemen are well known in German insurance circles, and carry 
with them the best wishes of their many friends. 


Tue Danish minister of finance has recommended to the Folkething 
(State assembly) to organize an old age annuity institution, and has drafted 
the following outlines: Membership is confined to persons not owning 
real estate ; they must be below forty-five years of age ; the contributions 
of members are voluntary, and no one is obliged to pay a definite sum; 
the payment from the State treasury is governed by the age of the person; 
the maximum sum paid to members is 300 kronens (about $67) per year, 
and the country communities are obliged to appoint agents. 


WHEN, in Germany, a person does not exclaim sufficiently loud, ‘‘Long 
live the king,” the offending party is collared and confined in prison for 
from fifteen to twenty years ; but when he over-insures his property, and 
sets fire to it to obtain the insurance, thus defrauding the company, why 
a matter of confinement of a year and one-half will punish him for hisignor- 
ance and teach him to do it better next time. Our readers will concur 
with us in saying that such palpable attempts at defrauding a company or 
risking the valuable lives of fellow-beings, is worthy of a greater punish- 
ment. 


An old historical building, the Castle Breteuil, a few miles from 
Chevreuse, France, has been consumed by the flames; The cause of the 
fire is unknown. It broke out in the flue of a sleeping apartment, and 
spread with extraordinary rapidity, in an instant involving the highly 
valuable library of the Count Breteuil, as well as the rare collection of 
family archives, interesting old furniture, an admirable collection of arms 
of all ages, and, it is said, the diamonds of the countess, valued at 150,000 

“francs. A number of paintings, busts and rarities of the large sa/on were 
saved. 

Tue Life and Accident Insurance Company of Liibeck publishes its 
grand report, commencing with the organization of the company in 1828, 
to 1883. The grand total is: Total receipts, 94,001,121.20 marks ; total 
profits, $6,530,059.12 marks; dividends, 1,358,725 marks, or average for 
year, 24,704.09 marks; dividends paid to stockholders in per cent of 
total capital, 1.61, in per cent of capital paid in,16,15. The total capital 
of the company consists of 425 shares, each at 3600 marks, therefore 
1,530,000 marks. Of this sum ten per cent is paid in and ninety per 
cent secured by collaterals. 





CONTRIBUTED PAPERS. 


SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION. 
(Continued.) 


Before giving my own views in regard to the causes of the spontaneous 
combustion of coal, I think it well to give the opinions of competent 
authorities on the subject. 

In an address delivered in 1876, Mr. Pattison, president of the Chemical 
Society (Newcastle on Tyne), made the following observations on the sub- 
ject of the spontaneous combustion of coal in ships: “‘ There has lately 





been a considerable increase in the number of cases of fire arising from 
this cause. From statistics collected by R. Cooper Rindell, and given by 
him in a report to the Underwriters Association in Liverpool, it appears 
that, taking the number of vessels carrying upwards of 500 tons of coal 
which have sailed from the United Kingdom for ports south of the equator 
during the first nine months of the years 1873 and 1874, the number of 
casualties from spontaneous combustion was twenty-three, or about two 
per cent of the total number of vessels in 1873 ; and fifty, or about four 
per cent, in 1874. The statistics further show that the fires are not con- 
fined to one kind of coal, but have occured in most, if not all kinds, ex- 
ported from all parts of the United Kingdom.” 

The theory which attributes spontaneous combustion to the presence of 
pyrites in the coal is consistent with the recently increased number of 
cases, if we consider that, owing to the extraordinary demand for coals and 
the high price of labor, the coals were more likely to be shipped without 
being so carefully freed from ‘‘ brasses” or iron pyrites in later years than 
they were formerly. On the other hand, Richter has pointed out that, in 
the kind,of coals he experimented with, the coal which contains most 
pyrites is not that which is most liable to spontaneous combustion ; and 
his researches have shown that atmospheric air is rapidly absorbed by coal, 
and that the oxygen thus absorbed probably afterward combines with the 
organic constituents, forming carbonic acid and developing heat. In all 
probability the heat which gives rise to spontaneous combustion is devel- 
oped both by the oxydation of its iron pyrites as well as by the oxydation 
of the carbonaceous constituents of the coal; and that in the holds of 
vessels, where large cargoes of coal lie unventilated, or but imperfectly 
ventilated, this heat accumulates and may ultimately be high enough to 
set fire to the‘cargo. The whole subject requires further investigation, and 
the royal commission now found will, no doubt, not only elicit valuable 
information as tothe causes of these sad disasters, but also suggest means 
of preventing them. 

Before giving the experiments of Richter in full, and the deductions of 
that master mind, it must be stated that, with very few exceptions, until 
the publication of his manuscript on the subject, the explanation of the 
spontaneous ignition of coal by the oxydation of the contained iron pyrites 
was almost general, and it is for this reason that his experiments were 
considered with distrust by many who blindly follow former authorities 
without thinking for themselves, while many have gone to the other ex- 
treme of claiming that coal could onlyignite spontaneously in the manner 
explained by Richter, which is a position as untenable as the first ; in fact, 
both are correct under certain conditions ; one—or even both—may be the 
prime cause of the combustion. This subject, from its importance, has 
long since attracted attention; thus R. Watson in his Chemical Essays 
stated : “ The yellowish matter (commonly called copperas stone, brazil, 
brass lumps, rust balls, horse gold, or marcasite) often adhering to or 
mixed with the substance of pitcoal, consists of sulphur and iron, andisa 
species of pyrites. These are picked out and laid aside, and such heaps 
have been known to take fire, as at Whitehaven, and near Halifax, and at 
Puddle Dock in London ; and at Ealand in Yorkshire, about 1664, water 
having obtained access to it, it burned like red-hot coals ; also at Whit- 
stable in Kent, about 1693.” 

It is evident that when Richter first published his monograph on the 
subject, proving that the majority of cases of the spontaneous combustion 
of coal were not caused by the oxydation of iron pyrites—the accepted 
theory for over 200 years—it was extremely difficult to find believers, 
especially among practical men, Thus, in ‘‘ Wagner’s Yahresbericht” of 
1876, we find: ‘‘ It seems that the accurate trustworthy work of E. Richter 
has been received with distrust by ‘ English reporters,’ as they did the re- 
marks of Mueller in the Yahresbericht of 1876.” But before hearing the 
pros and cons in the matter, let us take a number of cases which have 
occurred from spontaneous ignition, with the circumstances at the time of 
occurrence, which will enable us to test the assertions made. From the 
Royal Commissioners’ report we quote: ‘‘ Again this return shows, to a 
startling extent, that the proportion of casualties traceable to spontaneous 
combustion increases, pari passu, with the tonnage of the cargoes. This 
becomes still more apparent when the European trade is deducted. The 
return then shows that there were, in 1874, 2109 shipments, with cargoes 
under 500 tons, in which five casualties occurred, or under one-quarter 
per cent; 1501 shipments, with cargoes between 500 and 1000 tons, in 
which seventeen casualties occurred, or over one per cent; 490 ship- 
ments, with cargoes between 1000 and 1500 tons, in which seventeen 
casualties occurred, or three and one-half per cent ; 308 shipments, with 
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cargoes between 1500 and 2000 tons, in which fourteen casualties occur. 
red, or over four and one-half per cent; and 77 shipments, with cargoes 
over 2000 tons, in which seven casualties occurred, or nine per cent. 

‘‘ The casualties in vessels bound to San Francisco were the most re- 


markable. Deducting vessels under 500 tons (in which no cases of” 


spontaneous combustion were recorded), the return shows nine casualties 
out of fifty-four shipments, These also increase in proportion to the ton- 
nage of the cargoes, till we arrive at the alarming fact that out of the five 
ships, with cargoes of over 2000 tons sent to San Francisco in 1874, two 
suffered.” C. JoHN HEXAMER, 
PHILADELPHIA, December 30, 1884. - 
(To be continued.) 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


The Demand for a National Bankrupt Law. 

A sTRONG pressure has been brought to bear on Congress for the 
passage of a national bankrupt law under which a debtor in any part of 
the country can surrender Ris assets to an assignee, have his liabilities 
adjusted and his affairs straightened out, and begin life again with the 
clouds of misfortune lifted from about him ; and in no branch of business 
is there greater desire shown, or is there a greater need for the enactment 
of such a law, than in the business of fire underwriting. Since the repeal 
of the old law in 1879, underwriters say that in the absence of a national 
law to relieve debtors of burdensome liabilities, even persons honestly 
disposed have not been able, when pressed by their creditors, to resist 
the temptation of compelling the insurance companies to pay their debts 
for them, under existing practices of unlimited insurance. 

On Monday, an effort was made in the House to fix January 22 and suc- 
ceeding days for the consideration of the proposed bankruptcy bill, but 
the motion was defeated by 136 yeas to 76 nays, less than two-thirds voting 
in favor of it. It is stated that it was evident that if the bill could only 
once be considered on its merits, it would receive much more than the 
necessary two-thirds majority, and pass with very little debate, as there is 
a large majority of members who favor it. 

Underwriters in various cities have done their utmost to agitate the 
question of urging Congress to pass a suitable bankrupt law for insolvent 
debtors, in order to avert, if possible, a still further increase of the severe 
fire losses. It is unquestionably a fact that during the past year, when, 
as a prominent underwriter recently explained, “ the country has been in 
liquidation, people have been in debt, with their notes upon the market,” 
the fire loss increased fifteen per cent over the total fire waste of the pre- 
vious year, and the most careful figures will show that the aggregate 
losses for the past twelve months will exceed $112,000,000. During the 
same time the business failures in this country have increased, according 
to Bradstreet’s Commercial Agency statistics, fully $72,000,000. In 1883 
the business failures involved liabilities of $176,000,000; in 1883 the ag- 
gregate of liabilities were $248,000,000. The assets of insolvent debtors 
for the earlier year amounted to $90,000,000, and in 1884, $134,000,000, 
being an excess for the latter year of $44,000,000, as against a liability 
increase of $72,000,000. 

The depression that has existed in all branches of industry, and the re- 
sulting failures, furnishes an important and undeniable reason for the 
growth in the fire waste, and this fact is well recognized by fire under- 
writers. On this subject underwriters express themselves freely to this 
effect: ‘‘Since the repeal of the last bankrupt law there has been a no- 
ticeable and steady increase in firelosses, Under the condition of things, 
when a debtor is pressed by his creditors there is a strong temptation for 
him to call on the insurance companies to liquidate his indebtedness for 
him. I think that it devolves upon Congress to take immediate steps to 
see that a bankrupt law is enacted and put in force at the very earliest possi- 
ble moment.” And another expression of the same opinion is as follows : 
“Tam strongly impressed with the idea that a national bankrupt act would 
be of very material value to the insurance fraternity ; and I am more im- 
pressed with this conviction as the fire losses grow, for it is undeniably 
true that ever since the national bankrupt act was repealed, fires have 
been on the increase.” Oragain: ‘‘ Underwriters have reason to favor 
a national bankrupt law in the reasonable belief that if an honest or an 





honestly disposed man can get relief from his liabilities by giving up his 
entire assets, and, going through bankruptcy, thus be able to start life 
afresh, he will favor that course rather than cause his property to burn to 
obtain the available means to satisfy his creditors.” These individual 
views represent the general feeling manifested by the fraternity. 

No underwriter has manifested greater interest in or worked more ener- . 
getically to urge national legislation on this subject than B. S. Walcott, 
the well-known president of the Hanover Fire Insurance Company. Mr. 
Walcott recently sent out a special communication to the agents of the 
Hanover throughout the country, strongly indorsing and recommending 
the advocacy, by each individual agent, of the proposed national enact- 
ment. In the circular letter referred to, the president of the Hanover 
made the following forcible statement: ‘ When failures in the United 
States increase from $65,000,000 in the year 1880 to $101,000,000 in 1882 
and $176,000,000 in 1883, and continue to rise for 1884 until they reach 
upwards of $250,000,000, it is time to ask the question, to what extent is 
the chaotic state of our insolvency laws responsible for this remarkable 
increase?” 

Numerous answers have been received by Mr. Walcott in sympathy 
with his efforts and in favor of the proposed law. A few agents in cer- 
tain Southern and Western States, where State laws protect the citizen as 
against the outsider, reflect a feeling of preference for insolvent laws in 
force in such States. But the general sentiment of the replies denotes an 
almost unanimous conviction that the country needs a national bank- 
ruptcy act. Unquestionably the enactment and immediate enforcement 
of a wise and carefully prepared national law for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, would meet with favor from business men generally. It is to be 
huped that the action of Congress on Monday will not postpone further 
consideration of this important bill until the next Congress, but such 
appears to be the prospect. . 





Some Extracts from the 1884 Figures. 
SEVERAL companies have prepared their statements for the year ending 
December 31, 1884, and we give the following extracts from the reports 
of such companies as have been filed, or are about to be filed, with the 
insurance department. 








Net Surpius Over 














CAPITAL AND ALL 
MAME OF COMPANY. | scr jen.| C™HE™ Lsssnamies. | Total. sper. 
1, 1885. in 1884. 1884, - 
Jan. 1, 84. | Jan. 1, 8s. 

®tna, Hartford, Conn.......... $9,073,5t7 | $3,260,458 | $2,964,491 | $2,955,009 | $2,887,570 
Firemens, New York............ 296,941 50,838 47,046 79,182 67,106 
Franklin and Emporium, N. Y-.. 320,307 112,818 61,831 114,174 109,612 
Globe, New York..........-...- 362,265 110,060 105,343 109,016 271,174 
Newark, Newark, N. J........- 681,541 280,710 297.935 188,979 179,059 
Orient, Hartford, Conn........- 154741443 70,485 73.477 586,025 504,712 




















New Hampshire Fire Insurance Company. 
Tue directors of the New Hampshire Fire Insurance Company have de- 
clared a semi-annual dividend of four per cent on the capital stock. A 
Manchester paper, commenting on the affairs of the New Hampshire, re- 
marks that the directors have wisely paid dividends only from receipts 
from interest since the company was organized, so that all receipts from 
premiums above losses and expenses are held intact for the protection of 
the policyholders and to strengthen the company. The report of the busi- 
ness for the year is gratifying, in view of the depression of business, 
shrinkage of values and in the light of the unusual number and extent 
of fires that have swept the country. The prudent financial management 
is apparent, as shown by the result of the year’s business. There is an in- 
crease in the receipts and surplus, and the total assets exceed $1,000,000, 
The receipts for 1884 have been over $40,000 in excess of total disburse- 
ments, although fire losses were paid amounting to $278,563.31, number- 
ing 775, an average of only $360 each. This company, by liberal dealing 
and prompt payment of losses, has won the confidence and patronage of 
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propertyholders to a remarkable degree, and is most emphatically 
‘*sound, solid and successful.” Its success has not by any means been 
due to any happy-go-lucky methods of business, but, on the contrary, is 
entirely the outcome of systematic, painstaking efforts on the part of the 
Officials of the company, who are gentlemen of well-known sagacity, and 
include ex-Governor James A. Weston as president; Hon. Samuel N. 
Bell, vice-president ; John C, French, secretary, and Hon. George B. 
Chandler, treasurer. 

The agency for the metropolitan district of the New Hampshire has 
been placed in the office of T. J. Temple & Co., commencing with the 
new year. Mr. Temple already has the Citizens of Pittsburgh, the German 
of Pittsburgh and the Buffalo German, With the addition of the New 
Hampshire, he is now enabled to offer to those desiring insurance a large 
line in good, solid companies, that pay losses promptly and do business 
on strictly business principles. Mr. Temple did a large volume of busines 
for his companies last year, and was exceedingly fortunate, the losses 
being less than twenty-five per cent of the premiums. He is an ex- 
perienced and popular underwriter, and the New Hampshire is to be 
congratulated on having secured him to represent it in this important 
district. 





Water Companies Not Liable. 


Tue Kentucky Court of Appeals has made the following decision in 
the case of Pottinger, etc., vs. Owensboro Water Company, filed. 
December 17, 1884. Appeal from Davies Circuit Court. Opinion of the 
court by Judge Bowden, affirming : 

First—A water company, for its gross negligence in failing to supply 
water to extinguish fire, in compliance with its contract with a city, is not 
liable either to the city or to the individual propertyholder for loss result- 
ing to the property of the individual which it is alleged could have been 
prevented by the necessary supply of water. 

Second—An ordinance of a city which provided that, when accepted by 
the company, it should ‘‘ be the measure of the rights and liabilities of the 
city and of the water company,” by providing that in the event of a failure 
of the company by reason of willful neglect to supply a sufficient quantity 
of water to the fire department, the city should not be liable for any rent 
of hydrants and fountains during the time of such failure, must be 
regarded as excluding any liabilities for damages resulting from fires 
occurring while the water supply was insufficient, 

Third—Recoverable damages must be certain, both in their nature and 
in respect of the cause from which they proceed. The loss must be such 
as in the ordinary course of things will probably result from the act 
done or omitted, and it must be susceptible of proof that it did come as 
a consequence of that act. As it is not susceptible of proof that a fire 
could have been extinguished had there been plenty of water, no recovery 
can be had for the failure to supply water to extinguish a fire. 

Fourth—A municipal corporation is not liable to the owner of property 
destroyed or damaged by fire in consequence of its neglect to provide 
suitable engines or fire apparatus. 





The Fidelity and Casualty Company. 


THE success of the Fidelity and Casualty Company with its four depart- 
ments of business, fidelity, accident, plate glass and steamboiler, has 
continued during the past year. The business of the company has been 
increased in all departments, and at a low rate of expense consistent with 
efficiency. The reinsurance reserve has been added toto meet the increased 
volume of business, and the company possesses an ample net surplus 
over capital and all other liabilities, to guarantee its solvency and provide 
for unexpected contingencies. The percentage of loss in the various de- 
partments has been low, and shows favorably with other years. The aver- 
age rate of losses paid to premium income shows a steady decrease for the 
past four years, Just before the close of the year, the following strong in- 
dorsement of the company was written by Cornelius Walford, the emi- 
nent English actuary: 


I have carefully examined the financial statements of the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company of New York city, as sent to me by the officers of the company, duly 
verified, and find that the operations of that company have been successful in a 
very marked degree, indicating sound and prudent management in each branch of 
the combined business, I find the reserves in each branch of business undertaken 





by the company abundant for the due protection of the collective contracts in force 
in that branch; while the gross assets lift the company into the region of absolute 
safety, so long as the same prudent management shall be continued. The transac- 
tion of several branches of business under the protection of one capital, while each 
is successfully conducted, undoubtedly lends strength to the whole; and I take it 
for granted that if either of the branches should hereafter yield any indication of 
permanent loss, the contracts in that branch would be promptly closed by reinsur- 
ance or otherwise. The limitation of the ordinary risks undertaken by the com- 
pany to $25,000 (ten per cent of the capital) is a most prudent regulation. In many 
cases of fidelity insurance much larger guarantees are needed, and the safety in 
such cases lies in protecting the transaction by collateral securities of undoubted 
marketable value. This company has practically tested a mode of combining di- 
vergent classes of risk, and has come out successfully. 


The occupation of the commodious offices on the second floor of the 
Park Bank building last May, has given the management an opportunity 
to provide for the development of the company’s growing business. The 
fidelity department has been given special office facilities, which has en- 
abled the officers to extend the business of this branch, for which class of 
insurance there is a growing demand. In the accident, steamboiler and 
plate glass branches, the business has steadily advanced, under a system 
of careful management. In the plate glass department, particular atten- 
tion has been paid to the handling of salvage glass, and the ratio of loss 
has been largely reduced by the company’s facilities for handling the 
same. William M. Richards, the able and honored president, and Secre- 
tary John M. Crane are underwriters of recognized ability, and are to be 
congratulated on the progress of the Fidelity and Casualty in the past 
four years. They have demonstrated the fact that the combination of the 
four branches of business can be successfully conducted under one 
management. 





Effect of Spirits on the Heart Beats. 


Dr. N. B. RIcHARDSON of London szys he was recently able to convey a 
considerable amount of conviction to an intelligent scholar bya simple 
experiment. The scholar was singing the praises of the ‘‘ ruddy bumper,” 
and saying he could not get through the day without it, when Dr. Richard- 
son said to him: ‘‘ ‘ Will you be good enough to feel my pulse as I stand 
here?’ He did so. I said, ‘Count it carefully; what does it say? 
‘ Your pulse says seventy-four.’ I then sat down in a chair, and asked 
him to count it again. He did so, and said, ‘ Your pulse has gone down 
to seventy.’ I then lay down on the lounge, and said, ‘ Will you take it 
again? He replied: ‘ Why, it is only sixty-four ; what an extraordinary 
thing !’ I then said: * When you lie down at night, that is the way nature 
gives your heart rest. You know nothing about it, but that beating organ 
is resting to that extent ; and if you reckon it up it is a great deal of rest, 
because in lying down the heart is doing ten strokes less a minute, 
Multiply that by sixty, and it is 600; multiply it by eight hours, and within 
a fraction it is 5000 strokes different; and as the heart is throwing six 
ounces of blood at every stroke, it makes a difference of 30,000 ounces of 
lifting during the night. When I lie down at night without any alcohol 
that is the rest my heart gets. But when you take your wine or grog you 
do not allow that rest, for the influence of the alcohol is to increase the 
number of strokes, and instead of getting this rest, you put on something 
like 15,000 extra strokes, and the result is, you rise up very seedy and 
unfit for the next day’s work till you have taken a little more of the ‘ ruddy 
bumper,’ which you say is the soul of man below.’ ”—Gai/lard’s Yournal. 





The Season of Church Burning. 


THE many large fires that have occurred lately have induced The New 
York Tribune to manifest a spasmodic interest in fire matters. In a re- 
cent editorial it took occasion to say that the cold wave which has so 
brutally assaulted the ears and noses of a free people marks the opening 
of the church-burning season. Owing to the touching fidelity with which 
mankind cling to their least incurable stupidities and negligences, it may 
be confidently counted upon that the opening of every winter will be sig- 
nalized by the combustion of a certain (or uncertain) number of sacred 
buildings all over the country. For it is at this time of year that the sex- 
ton, or whoever is in charge of the church, undertakes to test the efficiency 
of the heating apparatus. Now, experience proves that about two out of 
five heating arrangements are out of repair by the end of the summer and, 
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as a rule, some of the flues are stopped up, or diSconnected, or switched 
off in such a manner that the heat, when the furnace is lighted, has free 
access to the most inflammable parts of the building, which are usually 
so situated that it is impossible to get atthem. A natural consequence 
is that when the ordeal by fire is resorted to there is often a church iess in 
a few hours, and then people wonder how it could have happened. 

It would probably be asking too much to expect any change in the pro- 
gramme this year. To have church heating apparatus examined carefully 
by an expert before a fire was lighted would possibly savor too much of 
mere worldly wisdom. It is true that such a precaution would frequently 
prevent the destruction of valuable property, and property which it has 
cost much anxiety and ‘toil to get together, and that if it were generally 
taken quite a number of congregations would be much better off at the 
end of the year. But these considerations are not new, neither are they 
recondite. Their obliviousness, in fact, appears to be in fact their dis- 
tinguishing characteristic, and yet it is plain that they have not in the past 
prevented the average annual church burning. This is one reason for 
concluding that the present season will resemble those which have gone 
by, and that if the cold weather continues, many a sexton will demonstrate 
to the conviction of the philosophic observer that the application of the 
‘« didn’t-know-it-was-loaded ” principle is not by any means confined to 


* guns and pistols. 





Insurance Risks in Inebriety. 
Tue well-known fact that life insurance companies find excessive mortal- 
ity in their risks in certain sections of the South and Southwest, has been 
the subject of some interest lately. Several of the Hartford companies 
who have examined the facts have found that this mortality came directly 
from inebriety, and was due to the liberal interpretation of the agents, 
who did not realize that any risk of inebriety was perilous unless the in 
sured had suffered from delirium tremens many times. No use of alcohol, 
either moderate or occasionally immoderate, was thought to be dangerous. 

The agents and examiners had no clear conception of the danger of 
alcohol, and treated the companies’ views as extreme. The result was 
that special examiners were sent from the home office to cancel all the 
risks of $10,000 and upward where the insured were found using alcohol 
to any excess. Finally some of the companies withdrew their agents 
altogether, and do not solicit business in certain sections. In one case 
twenty-eight deaths were all traced to the excessive use of alcohol, and 
were all paid, simply because it was cheaper to settle than to contest. At 
arecent meeting of the Tennessee State Board of Health, the secretary 
reported that a Hartford life insurance company had ordered its agents 
not to issue any policies in six counties of the State, owing to the exces- 
sive mortality of the policyholders, The question came up of the cause 
of this mortality ; as no reports indicated any special disease in this sec- 
tion, a letter was addressed to the secretary of the company to know the 
reason, 

The answer was that, from the amount of insured lives in these counties, 
the average loss to the company should be about $68,000, when in fact it 
was over $150,000-—more than double the loss of any other section, and 
that without any special cause of epidemic disease, 

The real explanation was the want of care in taking risks and the num- 
ber of inebriates who had been taken as proper cases. It is the same old 
blunder of supposing inebriety to be a mere vice at the control of the vic- 
tim, and in no way periling life unless used to great extremes.— Yournal 
of Lnebriety. 





Playing With Fire. 
A CORRESPONDENT of The Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, writing from 
Volcano, the centre of one of the West Virginia oil regions, gives this bit 
of curious local history: ‘‘ Five or six years ago a terrible calamity visited 
Volcano, Of course, in a place where large stores of the lighter grades 
of petroleum—whether crude or refined—is kept in bulk, there is always 
great danger of fire, but long immunity from trouble of that sort lulled 
the people into a feeling of security. An ingenious person, James M. Fry 
by name, noticed this, and determined to ‘ rouse the snoring citizens,’ as 
it were, So he kindled a conflagration. This, by active personal efforts, 
he succeeded in extinguishing, and then passed as a hero—the first dis- 
coverer of the fire and the savior of the village. The little ruse was suc- 
cessful, and asa reward for his vigilance Mr. Fry was appointed fire watch- 
man, with apparently nothing to do but loaf about, draw a good salary 





and accept invitations to drink from his numerous admirers, After a 
while these attentions began to wane, and Mr, Fry proceeded to tread 
once more his pleasing but perilous path to popularity. This time his 
success in kindling the fire was marked, but not so the putting out thereof, 
It was a calm morning, not a breath of wind stirring, when the flames 
spread from the incendiary’s torch. The great tanks, brimming with that 
most inflammable of fluids, crude light petroleum, were attacked and 
conquered in detail. The burning oil spread, sputtering and hissing, in 
every direction. In one wild hour ‘fell mart of trade and shrine of 
prayer,’ and the greater portion of the village, including all of the busi- 
ness houses, was in ashes. ‘Quality row,’ as the locality wherein were 
wont to reside the nobility and gentry was dubbed, escaped, as did the 
frame shanties perched like nests upon the hillsides, but all semblance of 
orderly arrangement in streets, etc., was blotted out, and has not since 
been regained.” 





Mortality in Germany. 


From a large tabulation issued by the Imperial German Sanitary Bureau, 
we cull the following statements of the rate of mortality in a number of 
large German cities, from the year 1878 to 1883. The table is calculated 
at the ratio of 1 to 10,000 souls, exclusive of still-borns : 

















1883. 1882. 1878-82. 
Cologne.ccccccrccccccccccccscccce Sevcecs 265.2 280.0 270.1 
Barmen.......... §60nhebdnesetsens 9be0~4 221.3 261.0 239. 
Diisseldorf....ccccccccccccccccccccccccecs 244.4 242.9 253. 
Elberfeld......ccccccccccccccccesesscccees 232.3 251.5 243.4 
Aix-la-Chapelle.......cceccsesececseccees 260.8 259.9 277.9 
Frankfurt &. M .....cccccccsccccccccccces 195.6 203.6 204 4 
Strassburg i. E..........cccccccccccecccces | 258.2 276.0 296.4 
MEINE occ'ccccccccces Pevccces esececoccsce 230.3 227.0 243.2 
Mannheim .......ccsecccccsccccvccccees 203.7 199 2 233.3 
CUZ. eee Co cccwwcccccccccccececccccccece | 200.9 212.4 228.0 
PID cnn 0s se cseréeccen cssesdconesss 196.2 221.2 213.6 
Konigsberg.........+..++-seeeeeeeeeenees | 306.6 317.1 315.0 
Danzig.coccccccecscccccscccccccccsereces 247-9 280.1 291.8 
SesttiR. .ccccccscccccccacesscccceseseccccs 255.2 2315 260.5 
Li PI Ee ee eee Oe ee eee er | 227.7 228.7 225.0 
BEE ccxcsccce Sbiedisnedbeenivageusescnia 207.8 228.1 8 
Bresdati..ccccccsccccccccccccccesccscccece 312.0 317-5 316.8 
TU cccabanseeecesieedecns eredaseneoew 285.4 309.9 301.3 
Liegmite...cccccocccccccccccccccccccesecs 288.3 332.6 335-5 
Munich.......sessescecees peenesvocessess 319.8 305.5 334.6 
Stuttgart ...cccccccccccccccccccccvccscers 208.4 226.5 228.3 
NGPNDETZ. 00 ccccccccccccccccccccccsccccce 226.9 278.1 263.2 
Augsberg.........cccccccccecccccees 290.4 301.9 321.9 
Regensburg ........ccccccccccccccccececs 290.0 294.7 310.1 
DiGOGOR cccccccccccccccesess ccccsccccecs 2559 250.5 247-4 
CREMBS.cccccoccccccrccrcoscccces éee8 312.6 345-5 316. 
Kassel ..ccccccccccccccccccccccscccescces 214.7 219.9 228.8 
Erfurt..... O0bb00dSSSSOT 656 55060088p00%% 213.4 239 6 238.1 
Wiirzburg 2.06. ceecececececeee ceececeece 286.0 232.8 272.9 
Berlin. .ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccess 290.4 259.4 280.0 
Leipzig. ...cccccccccccccccccccccccccceees 243-9 211.3 227.2 
Magdeburg....----.cecececceesesesseeece me) 247.4 258.6 
Halle... .ccccscccccssceccccccsscsecees oe 256.8 260.7 253-7 
Frankfurt a. O. ..cccccccccccccccccccccecs 206.7 271.6 8 
Hamburg ..cceescesccccccccccccccesecees 259-3 247.9 256.2 
PERDUE cocdcccccccscccccosncesensseces 246.5 230.4 211.5 
BODERER . ccccccccscsccccccescocseseseesess 205.6 209 I 212.5 
AMOMR... ccccccccccccccccccccccscccseces 253-3 230.4 255.2 
Braunschweig. ....ccccrccccccccccscecccess 265.5 260.3 267.8 
Milinster......0-csceccccccccccccccecesecs 250.2 239.2 271.5 











Compared with the above, the rate of New York, of the forty-fourth and 
forty-fifth weeks of this year, as follows: Forty-fourth week, 236.0, and 
forty-fifth, 240,0 ; it will be seen that, in spite of the many assertions to 
the contrary, New York compares favorably with this list of noted 
German towns; and if we were to deduct the death rate of the many emi- 
grants arriving here, we are just as healthy as European cities. 





MERE MENTION. 


—The annual meeting of the Hartford Board of Underwriters will be 
held January 13. 

—tThe fire department of Lawrence, Mass., is about to purchase an 
Amoskeag steamer, 

—An exchange recalls that last week was the forty-ninth anniversary of 
the great fire in New York, that swept out of existence 648 buildings in 
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he business centre of that city and bankrupted nearly every insurance 
company in the country. 


—Wn. B. Jenkins, an insurance broker of Rochester, N. Y., has been 
missing since December 8. 


—Granger Smith & Co. have been appointed agents at Chicago of the 
American Steamboiler Insurance Company of New York. 


—The insurance on the Brooklyn Catholic Asylum amounted to 
$200,000, two-thirds of it being held by foreign companies. 


—The Georgia legislature has adjourned without legislating on any in- 
surance matters, thanks to the vigilant attention of underwriters in the 
Southern field. 


—The fire department and all the village property belonging to Peeks- 
kill, N. Y., was attached the other day by the sheriff to satisfy an execu- 
tion for $2900 obtained by a tramp. 


—Thomias Van Valin, age 104 years, eleven months and thirteen days, 
died on Christmas Day at Syracuse, N. Y. He was a pensioner of the 
war of 1812, and lived in Syracuse fifty-two years. 


—The engagement of Miss Helen Griffiths Magill, daughter of H. M. 
Magill of Cincinnati, the well-known general agent of the Phoenix of 
Hartford, to John H. Avery of Chicago, is announced, 


—The Hanover Fire Insurance Company received its fair share of busi- 
ness in the past year, and by vote of its directors will pay a semi-annual 
dividend of five per cent on its capital stock, on demand. 


—Three receivers have had successive charge of the affairs of the Pied- 
mont and Arlington Life Insurance Company, which failed in 1880, and 
it is stated that there is very little left of the assets of the concern. 


—The New York fire commissioners have reduced expenses $9800 by 
dismissing employees and cutting down salaries to meet the decreased 
appropriation in the building and combustible bureaus and the repair 
shops. 

—We see by The Argus that the Commercial Union, represented at 
Paris (for fire reinsurance) by Messrs. de Mahis and Devaux, will not en- 
gage in new business from January 1, 1885, forward, the company having 
experienced heavy losses lately, at 


—President Ferry of France has addressed a circular note to the sev- 
eral dignitaries representing France in foreign countries, stating that the 
cholera has entirely ceased in that country, and begs that all quarantine 
and other hindrances be raised, 


—As a result of the agitation of the subject by THE SpEcTATOR, the in- 
surance agents of Cincinnati have petitioned Congress to enact a national 
bankrupt act. We suggest that the insurance agents in all parts of the 
country get up petitions and forward them. 


—A Milwaukee woman has sued the Northwestern National Insurance 
Company of that city for $200, the value of her dolman, burned in the 
shop where it had been sent for repairs, although the policy stated that it 
was insured while contained in her dwelling. 


—It was unnecessary for the telegraph reporters to say that Harrigan & 
Hart’s New York theatre was supposed to be fireproof. The way in 
which it burned up and burned down, burned sideways and crossways, 
showed that it was “‘ fireproof.”—Detroit Free Press. 


—There has been a controversy going on at Indianapolis among the fire 
authorities, and the last decision of the court lays the fire board in the 
dust and confers the management of the department on the chief engineer, 
giving to him the power of appointment and dismissal. 


—Four of the heirs of the estate of R. M. Brantingham of Rockford, 
Ill., have petitioned for the removal of the executor, Dr, R. P. Lane, 
whom they charge with neglect and mismanagement for the past twenty 
years. Dr. Lane is the president of the Rockford Insurance Company. 


—In his recent report to the fire commissioners, Chief Cantlin of Phila- 
delphia urges the purchase of one or more chemical engines, that being 
the only city of importance that is deficient in them. Referring to the 
recent fires at Scott’s paper warehouse on Ninth street and Clark Bros.’ 
furniture factory on Levant street, he said: ‘‘ Fifteen or twenty incipient 
fires were burning at one time, and achemical engine could have followed 
them up and extinguished them in detail. Such an apparatus would re- 





lieve the immense drain on our scanty water supply in the very section of 
the city where these two fires occurred, and would give the rest of the 
department a better chance to do the work expected of them.” The mat- 
ter was referred to the committee on supplies. 


—Maxwell Sanford, on the 1st of January, entered the service of the 
Glens Falls as special agent for the States of lowa, Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota. Communications will reach Mr. Sanford addressed to him at Leon, 
Iowa, or in care of the Western department office of the company, 
Chicago, III. 


—The Western Insurance Company of Chicago has reinsured its out- 
standing risks in the Fire Association of Philadelphia. It will shortly 
return to its stockholders 100 cents on the dollar, and a small surplus 
besides. Secretary Phillips will spend his time in caring for his real es- 
tate interests in Chicago, which are large. 


—The Underwriters Insurance Company has been organized at Wheel- 
ing with a capital stock of $100,000. Alfred Paull, secretary of the Man- 
ufacturers of Wheeling, has resigned his position to become secretary of 
the Underwriters Company. The new organization is backed by men of 
capital and bids fair to meet with success, 


—Bismarck is making diligent efforts to reconcile the masses of the 
workingmen of Germany by introducing bills into the Reichstag looking 
to their insurance against accidents, sickness, invalidity and old age. The 
Zeitschrift f. Versicherungswesen of December 8 contains a lengthy bill 
for insuring persons engaged in the business of common carriers. 


—Baltzer Gehr of Crawford county, Pa., died at his home, December 
25, age 103 years and six months. He was a well-to-do farmer and lately 
obtained a legacy of $20,000, which had lain unclaimed for years in Bucks 
county. Attention to the legacy was drawn by the publication of the 
celebration of his one hundredth birthday, three years ago, and his title to 
the money was then discovered. 


—The Fidelity and Casualty Company, under the favorable loss experi- 
ence of its accident branch, has announced that hereafter the company 
will insure commercial travelers at reduced rates under annual policies, 
as follows : $5000 insurance with $25 weekly indemnity, $25 (old rate, 
$30) ; $5000 insurance without weekly indemnity, $15 (old rate, $19) ; $25 
weekly indemnity only, $17.50 (old rate, $21). 


—An old lady has lately died at Benares who was in many respects one 
of the most remarkable personages in Northern India. She was the 
wife of a general in the Bengal Cavalry, and was in her ninety-seventh 
year. She was married at fifteen, had eighteen children, eighty grand- 
children, seventy-three great-grandchildren and five great-great-grandchil- 
dren. She had never been out of India for a single day, 


—The well-known firm of Timberlake & Bullitt of Louisville, Ky., has 
dissolved, Alexander A. Bullitt continuing in the business, and repre- 
senting such prominent companies as the Guardian, Norwich Union and 
American (of Philadelphia). The new firm will be known as Bullitt 
Bros., Mr. Bullitt’s two brothers associating with him with the prospect, 
they think, that three Bullitts ought to bring in more business than one, 


—At Lockport, N. Y., the grand jury, after two weeks’ session, reported 
thirty-three indictments. A special feature is the case of Mrs, Ada Bronsen, 
charged with arson in causing the recent fire at Middleport, at which Alonzo 
Olds was burned. It is believed that her case is among the sealed indict- 
ments. She is now at large on $1000 bail. J. J. Martin, a farmer of the 
same county, is on trial for arson in setting fire to his barn to secure the 
insurance. 


—The calendar for the current year issued by the New England Mutual 
Life Insurance Company is a fine piece of work. The upper half of the 
calendar gives a.representation of the New England of years ago, being a 
snow scene with a row of old-fashioned cottages in the back in excellent 
perspective, and a thoughtful Yankee maiden in the foreground. The 
picture of the New England Mutual’s building and the calendar itself are 
well executed. It is a wood engraving by Lowell of Boston, 


—A brilliant graveyard insurance scheme has been working in Illinois. 
A dispatch from Metropolis says that, for about a month past, J. F. Max- 
well, adjuster for the Bloomington Mutual Life Insurance Company (co- 
operative), has been investigating the management of that company’s busi- 
ness in connection with the statement that a syndicate there have engaged 
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systematically in insuring extremely old persons and persons with fatal 
diseases. On such risks they have procured within the past year about 
$5500, and had in process of collection on deaths that have already oc- 
curred $22,000. In many instances people have been insured entirely 
without their knowledge, the application, physician’s certificate of health, 
etc., all being forgeries. 


—I. N. Turner of Cleveland, O., who has been a most efficient agent of 
the Ohio Farmers Insurance Company of Le Roy for many years past, 
has been appointed State agent of the company for Indiana, with head- 
quarters at Indianapolis. An erroneous report has been circulated that 
the Ohio Farmers was going to withdraw from Indiana, but the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Turner means that the company will ‘push for business in 
that State, and, with so excellent an underwriter, no doubt with success- 
ful results. Mr. Turner has a wide reputation as a sagacious and enter- 
prising business man, and will do well for the company in his new field. 


—Cornelius Aultman died recently at Canton, O., with his life heavily 
insured. He was amillionaire manufacturer, aged thirty. A party was held 
at his home the evening on which he died. The guests had just left when 
he was suddenly taken ill, and died before a physician could be called. 
His association with the firm of C. Auitman & Co., agricultural imple- 
ment manufacturers ; the Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Akron, and 
the Mansfield Mower and Reaper Works, together with other big enter- 
prises, had made him known throughout the country. Mr. Aultman’s life 
was insured for over $100,000, He took out policies for $50,000 six 
months ago. 

—The increasing fire losses is a fit topic for the attention of Congress, 
though there are some croakers who doubt the ability of Congress to do 
anything in the matter of fire waste. Upon this theory, The Cincinnati 
Price Current animadverts: ‘‘ When a lot of long-horned, long-legged, 
lank-bodied Texas cattle were discovered to have pleuro-pneumonia, the 
whole power of the government was applied to the extermination of the 
disease. The destruction of property by fire in a single month amounts 
to more in value than all the cattle affected by pleuro-pneumonia in an 
entire year. A look at this fact ought to cure the defective vision of in- 
surance upon this subject.” 


—It has been again ‘‘ discovered” that several United States companies 
are doing extensive business in Canada without complying with the law 
in regard to depositing $50,000 with the authorities, as required, for the 
protection of policyholders. Representatives of English, American and 
Canadian companies who have made the required deposit have had an in- 
terview with several members of government, with a view to having more 
stringent laws passed during the approaching session to protect them- 
selves against the unlicensed companies. They represent that a great deal 
of “underground ” insurance is being done in Canada by agents of for- 
eign companies, to the injury of those companies which have legally es- 
tablished themselves in the Dominion. 


—During last winter and spring, a number of incendiary fires occurred 
in Georgetown, Cana., and vicinity, the sufferers being chiefly officers 
charged with the execution of the provisions of the Scott temper- 
ance act, Suspicion pointed to the notorious Francis Sidey, belonging 
in Syracuse, N. Y., who is said to have confided to another person that 
he had done the work at the instigation of the liquor dealers. Sidey, be- 
lieving himself unsafe, went to the States. A government detective got 
information of his return last week, and succeeded in arresting him on 
December 23, at Lindsay. He took him to Oakville the next day, where 
he was indicted. He is wanted at Coburg and other places. Should he 
turn Queen’s evidence, as expected, there will be a sensation. 


—Human life is sometimes preserved in a miraculous manner, and the 
following occurrence is worthy of ranking with the most miraculous: In 
a mine in Bohemia four miners were engaged in driving down a shaft and 
blasting with dynamite. Four holes had been charged, the fuse lit, and 
in hot haste they rushed to the elevator car and gave the signal to be 
hoisted, Having been raised for a few yards, the hoisting wire became 
entangled and refused to work. To remain in the car was certain death ; 
they, therefore, jumped out and scaled a ladder leading into a partial recess. 
Three of them were successful ; the fourth, however, slipped, fell back and 
tumbled headlong among the charges. He awaited his fate but a few 
seconds; three of them exploded all around without touching him, while 
the fourth, over which he lay with his stomach, missed fire, His com- 









panions, believing him to have been killed, waited a reasonable time, 
until it was apparent that the blast had missed fire, when they descended 
to hunt for the shreds of their companion, whom they found diligently at 
work collecting the broken rock, He never vouchsafed them a word of 
explanation until sometime afterwards he accidentally stated that he 
smothered the flame of the fuse by lying athwart it. 


—A meeting of the underwriters of Chicago was held on Saturday of 
last week, to devise some means of bettering the condition of the fire in- 
surance business in that city. A committee was appointed to report a 
plan at an early date. The idea is to form a union of the local board and 
exchange, if possible, and secure a uniformity of practice in the matter of 
rates, forms, privileges, commissions, etc, We trust the movement may 
succeed, and we are inclined to the opinion that all points will be agreed 
to until the question of commissions is reached, and on that it will split. 
Unfortunately, a good many agents have fallen into the reprehensible 
practice of paying large commissions, even as high as thirty-five per cent, 
to the brokers ; and, rather than relinquish this advantage, they will stay 
out of a combination. 


—An imaginative reporter of The Tribune of this city says that an 
insurance agent recently called at Mr. Edison’s down-town experimental 
station to inspect the place for his company. He seemed anxious to find 
something which he might report under the head of explosives, and upon 
which he would be able to demand an extra premium. Not being suc- 
cessful in his search, he at length came to the superintendent and asked : 
‘Are these dynamosexplosives?” ‘‘Certainly,” replied the superintendent 
with a smile. The agent promptly entered the number of dynamos in 
the place on his book and departed. When the insurance charges were 
presented a few days later, there was much merriment in the office over 
the discomfiture of the agent, who learned for the first time that dynamos 
were simple mechanical devices for the generation of electricity, 


—James E. Cleary, chief of the fire department of Memphis, Tenn., in 
his annual report, states that during the year ending November 30, ‘‘ the 
department was called out 294 times, of which five were false alarms and 
five outside of city limits. The insurance of owners was $1,106,750; the 
insurance of occupants was $1,029,475, making atotal of $2,136,225 ; the 
loss of owners was $328,581.50 ; the loss of occupants was $424,893.50 ; 
total loss, $753,475 ; insurance over loss, $1,382,750. In the above there 
is included the Greenlaw Opera House, B. Lowenstein & Bros. and W. 
N. Wilkerson & Co., which were very nearly a total loss. I would again 
recommend that the force be increased one, if not two, companies. The 
improvements that are being made in the city are of a large and expensive 
character, and in the next two years the present department will not be 
sufficient to properly protect them.” 


—The Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company has reinsured the plate 
glass business of the retired Western Insurance Company of Chicago un- 
der favorableterms. This enterprising company, whose head offices are at 
No. 68 Cedar street, New York, does a larger business than any plate glass 
company in the world, and passed a satisfactory year in 1884. Lloyds has 
made rapid progress since its organization as a stock company, in Sep- 
tember, 1882. J. G. Beemer, the president and energetic manager of the 
company, has been identified with Lloyds ever since its inception, years 
ago, when the business was conducted under an association of individual 
underwriters ; and under his care, assisted by Secretary W. T. Woods, 
the business of Lloyds has steadily grown to its present proportions. 
The risks now carried by this company are guaranteed by an available 
reinsurance reserve amounting to $65,000. 


—Under the stipulations of the reciprocal laws between the States, the 
New York Superintendent has now arranged with the Illinois department 
for a reduction in the fees paid by the New York companies doing busi- 
ness in Illinois to those fixed for the home companies of that State. The 
particulars of this reduction are given in the following letter to the 
Merchants Insurance Company of New York city: ‘‘ Insurance Depart- 
ment, Albany, N. Y., December 31, 1884—Dear sir: It appears from the 
last report of the Auditor of Illinois that you are transacting business in 
that State. I have notified the Auditor that under the discretionary author- 
ity conferred on me, I will reduce the fee charged Illinois companies 
for filing annual statements from $20 to $10, the amount fixed by the 
Illinois law, so that hereafter you will be obliged to pay that $ro to that 
State for the purpose mentioned, John A. McCall, Jr., Superintendent.” 
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FIRE INSURANCE STOCKS AND DIVIDENDS. 








New York State Companies. 







































































Last 
.: F aA DivipEND ey ey 
ee y, Par. 
s 8 Capitat Value of 
NAME OF COMPANY.| “2 | pitau rv Stock 
$y ” * | Per $100, Price 
S'S daa. 2 vic 
s 384. Date. |PerCt.| Date. (Per 
T5S4. Cent.) 
Agricultural........----- $15 | $500,000 | $125.64 | Jan.,’83) 10 | -------- 200 
_— 4° 200,000} 161.85 | July, ’84 5 seeee-z- | 150 
5° 400,000] 252.62 |*July, ’84 5 |June 4,84} 150 
100 200,000} 127.64 |*July,’84 5s |Mar. 5y'84 113 
25 200,000] 265.57 |*Aug.’84/ 7 |Sept. 3,84) 175 
17 153,000] 233.69 |*Jen., ’85 7% |May 1,’84| 170 
100 200,000} 109.14 | Jan., ‘3 5 o eeuers Too 
100 200,000} 372.19 | July,’ 8 7% | ------;- | 220 
EEE, wditewdeescansses 20 300,000 | 243.31 |*July, yl 5 |July23,’84| 150 
70 210,009 | 182.99 ‘Aug. "84 s |Apr. 9,'84/ 120 
100 250,000| 146.59 |*July. 84 5 |Apr.16,’84) 125% 
25 200,000 | 170.50 |tMay, ’84 2 July18,’ 84| 120 
Commercial .......-.----- 50 200,000] 122.89 |*Jan.,’84 3% |Dec. 3s, "84; 70 
Continental ......---.--- 100 1,000,000] 266.18 |*July,’84 7.70| Dec.24,'84| 236 
Eagle -.... RCE 40 300,000] 326,11 | *Oct.’84 7% |Oct. 27,84) 243 
Empire City...---------- 100 200,000] 127.89 | July,’84 3 Dec.19,’84 80 
Exchange 30 200,010} 136.59 |*Aug. 84 3% |Oct. 244/83 100% 
Farragut 50 200,000} 141.59 |*July,’84| 5 |Aug-13 iy 100% 
Firemens....------------ 17 204,000} 124.92 | July,’84| 4 |Aug-18,'84) 83 
Firemans Trust...--...--| 10 150,000] 111.49 |*Jan.,’84| 3% Dec.12,'83) 79 
Franklin and Emporium.} too 200,000} 156.41 *Jan., 85 5 | Vec.13, 84) 110 
German American..----- 100 | 1,000,000} 268,50 |*July,’84| 7 Nov.13,) 84! 215 
Germania .....---------- 50 1,000,000 | 181.79 |*July,’84 5 |Dec 4,'24| 130 
Glens Falls........------ 10 200,000} 431.28 |*July,’84| 5 |Junes, iy 225 
Se 50 200,000} 155.03 |*Jan.,"85| 5 |Dec.24,84) t12 
Greenwich 25 200,000 | 232.41 tJuly, 84 7% Nov. 6,'84| 250 
ID <ccosenmrwenees 100 200,000} 107.34 |*Jan.,’84 3 | Dec.24 "84 07% 
Hamilton .-...----------- 15 150,000] 174.11 |*Jan.,’85 5 |Dec.24. "84 111% 
EE ctncasdccaneveos 50 1,000,000] 177.73 |*July,’84 5 Nov. 6, 64) 130 
WE So cccdcsctvcrccees 100 3,000,000} 155.44 |*July,’84| 5 Dec.30,'84, 123% 
Howard....-..---------- 50 500,000 103,83 July,’83} 3 |Dec. 1.’84 5248 
CUE ccccccccsevewoscee 100 200,000] 102.10 | July, ’83 2% |June23,"84) 60 
Jefferson ..............- 30 200,010| 242.35 |*Sept. 84 5 |Vec.17,'84) 123 
Kings County-..........- 20 150,000] 232.44 |*Julv,’84| xo |July13,'83| 201 
Knickerbocker 30 210,000] 143.62 |*July,’84| 3 |Dec.29,’84) 85 
La Fayette........-..--- 1co 150,000] 140.06 |*July,’84 5 |Apr.15,’84| 102% 
Long Island...........-- 50 300,000] 134.54 |*July, 84] 5 |Oct. 22,84! 104 
Lloyds Plate Glass 2.... 100 100,000 99-53 |.------ ay eee Nov, 1,/32 120 
Manuf’rs and Builders -..| 100 200,000} 170.85 |*July,’84 3. |Nov.12,’84! x12 
Mechanics -...-.---.-..-- 5° 250,000] 133.00 *July,’84 5 |Augz7.’84| 112 
Mechanics and Traders..| 25 200,00¢ | 133.53 |*July,’83 5 Dec. 4,’84| 50 
Mercantile .............- 50 200,000 | 109.94 |*Jan.,’85 3 |Dec.24,’84| 63 
Merchants -....-..-.---- 50 200,000} 177.33 | July,’84 5s |Dec.24,’'84| 100 
Metropolitan Plate Glassa| 100 100,000] 140.86 |*Jan..’84/ 10 |June2 "84| 160 
EE comcnnsncecsese 50 200,000; 136.62 |*jan.,’85/ 5 |Jan.22,’84| 110 
nae 50 200,000} 182.58 |*Jan.,’85 5 uly 30, by 145 
National ........ escceces 37% 200,000 136.76 *jJuly, 84 4 ily 13,” 88 
New York Bowery....... 25 300,000 | 217.34 |*July,’84 6 |Sept 26,84) 148% 
New York Equitable -...| 35 210,000] 262.14 |*July,’84 6 |Mar.11,’84; 150 
New York Fire.........- 100 200,000] 135.10 |*Aug. 4 |Dec 5.84 80 
Niagara........--------- 50 500,000} 164.84 *jan, ‘sf 5 |Dec, 8,’84| 125 
North River............. 25 350,000] 128.21 |*Oct.,’84 4 |Dec.12,784| 110 
Pacific ....----. eetodeses 25 200,000} 287.87 *July, "84 7 |June26,’84) 175 
cece eter nore -eene=- 100 200,000] 137.35 |*Jan.,’85| 5 |Mar. 5,’84| 105 
Peoples. -..------------- 5° 200,000] 153.39 |*Jan.,’85| 5 |Dec. 3,’84| 109% 
Peter Cooper.....-..- 20 150,000] 235.29 |*July,’84| 6 |Aug. 7.’84| 150 
Phenix -........... 50 1,000,000] 168.62 |*Jan.,’85| 5 |Dec.23,’84| 132 
Rochester German....... 50 200,000] 167.66 |*Jan.,’84] 5 | .....-.- 135 
utgers ~-.-.-.----.-+-- 25 200,000} 181.63 |*July, 84 5 Aug.16, "84 | 121 
dard -..- --| 50 200,000] 160.51 |*July,’84| 33% |Nov.26,'84| 94 
Star ....-.--.-.--------- 100 $00,000} tor.33 | July,’81 4 |Oct. 2, “a4 56 
Sterling ......-..-------- 100 350,000] 107.04 | Aug.,’84} 2 |Dec.24,'84| 55 
ne iimnbnadeaies 25 200,000} 163.51 |*July,’8 5 |July23,’84| 115 
o cece eceeccoeccees 100 100,000} 116.35 |*July,’84 3 aoe 
Unico States.... ladle 25 250,000/ 190.68 |*July,’84 5 |July30,’84| 125 
Westchester....-..... 10 300,000] 167.52 |*Aug.’84 Mar.22,"84| 12 
: 5 184) 125 
h City...... 50 250,000| 273.37 |*July, y to 6|Sept +71'84) 216 
* Semi-annual, 
t 
t per centeach month. 
a Devoted exclusively to msuring plate glass against breakage 





Other State Companies Doing Business in New York. 
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si Net Last $3- 
3 ag Book DivipEND Sey 
} 31 Capitel Value of Pain. N 3% 
NAME OF COMPANY. 83 | pee %. | stock ss? 
S% * Per $100, yc 
% F 1884." Date. |\Per Ct. fa~ 
ee $100 | $4,000,000 | $181.74 |t July,’84| 5 220 
y tee ig ne eeeceeeeee * pomee! 20-47 * tly, (84 5 = 
merican, Newark............----- 000 | 238.90 ar., ee 10 
‘American, Philadelphia............ 100 400,000 237.89 |* Apr., 5 170 
American Central, St. Louis.......-. 25 600,000} 137.01 ejay, 84 4 112 
Atlantic F. and M., Providence--.- 33% 200,000 | 102.94 |* July, 83 3 = 
Boatmans F. and M. Pittsburgh....} 50 250,000 | 131.42 |*july,’84 3 136 
California, San Francisco......-.--- Ico 600,000} 118.80 |t July,’84 3 120 
Citizens, Pittsburgh..............--- 5° 500,000 | 105.39 |* Jan., "84 4 113 
Commercial, San Francisco....-.--- 100 200,000] 153.48 |¢ July,’84 I 126 
Concordia, Milwaukee.......------ 100 200,000 | 144.81 uly, 84 4 110 
Connecticut, Hartford.............- 100 1,000,000 | 128.24 |* July, ’84 4 105 
agg and M, , Detroit......... 30 300,000 | 1098.21 |*July,’84 5 1 
lot, Boston........-------------- 100 200,000 | 144.32 |* Oct.,’83 5 124 
Equitable F. and M., Providence... 10 300,000} 117.15 |*Jan,, 84 2 100 
Fire Association, Philadelphia eaten 50 500,000] 262.90 |*July, 84} 20 532 
Fire Ins. Co, , County of Philadelphia} :00 200,000] 125.31 |*July, 84 3 140 
Firemans Fund, San Francisco..... 100 750,000} 125.94 |t July, 84 3 133 
Firemens, Baltimore ......--------- 18 378,000 | 118.79 |*July, 84 3 117 
4 canes ereee- i lilmasiidewiannenin 20 250,000] 107.29 | Jan.,’84 2 140 
‘iremens, Newark.........-.------ 25 500,000] 246.39 |*Jan., 84 6 180 
First National, Worcester 100 200,000 92.81 | Feb., 83 3 ge 
Franklin, Philadelphia 100 400,000 | 312.57 |t July, “84 5 344 
} semen ~~ iene 5° 200,000 songs 7 uly, he 6 200 
wmania, Newark.....-----00-.00- go 200,000 | 102.1 uly, ’7 3 75 
Girard F. and M., Philadelphia. .... 100 300,000 | 288.42 |* July,’84 6 331 
Hartford, ei cancrineeiaatatae 100 1,250,000 | 206.69 |* July, 84 10 245 
Home Mutual, San Francisco....... 100 300,000} 184.01 |¢ July,’84 I 145 
Ins. Co. of North America, Phila....| 10 3,000,000 | 207.07 |*July, ’84/ 10 312% 
Ins. Co. of the State of Pa., Phila...| 200 200,000} 209.82 |*July,’84 5 155 
Manuf. and Merchants, Pittsburgh. 50 250,009] 133-89 |*July, 84 4 148 
Manufacturers F. and M., Boston..| 100 500,000} 214.08 | Oct., 83 4 ge 
Mechanics, Philadelphia... 2 250,000] 142.16 |*July, 84 4 160 
Mercantile Cleveland_...-.....--.-- 20 200,000 | 143.39 july, "84 5 110 
Mercantile Fire and Marine, Boston} 100 400,000] 119.62 |*Nov.,’84 5 141 
Merchants Providence.-...-....--- 50 200,000 | 127.56 |*Jan., '84 3 100 
Merchants, Newark........-----.-- 25 400,000] 194.46 |*;uly,’84 5 170 
Michigan F. and M., Detroit....-.-. 50 200,000] 117.57 | ..-.---- es 105 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee..| ~- 200,c00| ....- *July, 84 5 Ss 
National, Hartford.......--.-...---- 100 1,000,000] 145.41 |* July, '84 5 108 
Neptune F. and M., Boston....-..- 100 300,000] 125.17 |*Apr., '84 5 115 
oe eeeeeeeeeeennee 5° ane) sae | une, "84 5 103 
cosecnqescosescese aon 250,000| 212.28 | Jan.,’83 | 10 140 
New Hampshire, Manchester..-.... 100 §00,000} 141.23 |*July, 84 4 140 
North American, Boston.....-..... 100 200,000 | 132.73 |*Oct., "84 | 5 117 
en ame Milwaukee} 100 600,000 | 139.12 July,’ 84 5 140 
stent, HMastlerd..cccccece-cocccese 100 1,000,000 | 107.05 |*July,’8 8 
Pennsylvania, Phila. 100 "400,000 324.45 *Sept. 84 ; ou 
Pennsylvania, Pittsburg 50 200,000] 110.55 |*July,’84 4 116 
Peoples, Pittsburgh... 50 200,000] 145.02 |*July,'84 4 154 
—— — pewsneneeueneneoed 100 2,000,000} 101.09 't Oct. "84 3% | 155 
rescott, ROB. ccccnc conewccccece 100 200,000} 107.22 | Apr., 84 100 
Providence-Washington, Providence! 50 400,000 104.29 l* July, 83 104 
ae b py oneeeeeee-ee2- 250,000 | 150.97 july. ae 4 140 
ecurity, New Haven.-.-... 200,000] 115.3 uly, "84 100 
Shoe and Leather, Boston 600,000 | 100. o— Oct 4 81 : 78% 
Springfield F. and M.. ——- 100 1,000,000 | 140.09 |* leis "84 5 170 
Spring Garden, Philadel Soaceve| 400,000 | 202.08 |* July, ’84 8 264 
St. Paul F. and M., St. Paul.......-. 100 500,000] 148.89 |*July, 84 5 125 
es Sen Franciace a wi 300,000 | 113.14 +Oct? "sh "84 si 100 
raders, Chicago.....-. 100 , 500,000 | 172.37 Ic 2 11 
Union, Philadelphia hechinion 10 1,000,000} 102,61 |*Jan., "8s 4 Be 
Union, San Francisco 100 750,000} 120,81 ltOct.” "84 3 118 
United Firemens, ~-ememnsimaanbanes 10 300,000 | 123.35 *Mch.,’84 6 160 
Washington, Boston... Too 1,000,000] 118.38 | Apr.,’84 3 105 
Western, Pittsburgh..-. miuea 50 300,000 | 137.30 |*Nov., 84 3 124 
Canadian Companies Doing Business in New York. 
British America, Toronto .......... 50 $500,000 | | $188.6: |*Jan., "83 | 112% 
Saas 20 420,000| 150.91 |* July, ’83 | 135 
English Companies Doing Business in New York. 
Por | Apeust 
NAME OF COMPANY. Value of Up Per Latest Price. 
Stock. Share, 
£ £ £ ‘ d. 
City of London....c..creccccccencese to 1 iu 18 10 
Commercial Union-........-. on 50 5 20 en Fas 
Fire Insurance Association.........-. 10 2 2 10 oe 
Guardian ....-.....-- eiveieaannc ow 190 50 63 ie 
100 25 147 po in 
20 2 5 = - 
10 2 oa 1s oo 
Liverpool and London and Globe... 20 2 23 os oo 
London Assurance.......-......--.-- 25 12% 59 pe i 
London and Lancashire Fire... 25 2% 4 13 9 
London and Provincial....... 20 I I is i 
ee British and Mercantile. 50 16% 25 II 3 
orthern....,.--.--20+-----0-- ° 100 5 45 15 oe 
Norwich Union............. 100 12 t10 firs pana 
| REECE ase oo 255 an os 
7 cove ercenecencces 10 1 2 5 3 
EES Sa we 20 3 28 17 6 
Scottish Union and National... ‘ 20 I 3 13 6 
United Fire Re-Insurance.......--- 20 8 11 10 oo 
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